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Did the house shrews of Nagasaki see Edo?

Masatoshi Yasudal:2

Kumamoto Wildlife Society, 2ZKyushu Research Center, Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute
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I examined two drawings of the house shrew dated
26 August 1759 in a collection of pictures entitled
“Moukaikikan”, made by the Lord of Kumamoto, Shi-
gekata Hosokawa (1721-1785). The drawings appeared
to be based on dry specimens collected in Nagasaki, as
described in the text next to the pictures, but the de-
tails were unknown. Considering the close relationship
between Shigekata Hosokawa and Ransui Tamura, a
Japanese naturalist, I concluded that the specimens of
the house shrews at Moukaikikan were probably from
Ransui’s collection brought back to Edo from Nagasaki
in 1758.
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